
TAMUG irreplaceable

asset for Galveston, state
Since the Tetsr tagislatE€ convsnsd in Jsnu-

ary, Tex8s A&M UniveBity at GalvsstoD snd all
higher educatim in Texs! have wrLed hsrd to
lcrirtaiD currnt fi$diDg.

Ourlegislat rs, imludingEpresentativ€s Mik€
l{6rtin and Pabicia Gray snd SelL alelry Pstter-
son, hav6 bo6n supl,ortive and diligent in vorking
tr] echieve thiB a6omplishDDot. Very much ilr our
faror, the BtsfB of the Texss Higher Edu.rtidl
Ooordineting Bo6rd and the Texss Iagisletive
Budgel Bosd have llcoD$etlded thst we shord
be fimded at current levels until a firll study ig
done to deterEitle fuhne ne€ils.

But more iEpcfl'isntly, th€ I.€gislatl,Ie will hsv6
to appmve theB6 rrcoEEendations, lhis week, tlle
imding bil be! left the Texas SeDato wiih a par-
tisl rcstDration of fundiDg and t€presentatives
Martin snd Gtey wi be wo*ing to!€stor! the
Erorind€r of the tundiDg in th6 gous6. Shou]d that
happen, tbe S.rrt6 rnd Hous6 veEionr *ill}svo
to be recoDciled itr a cotrl€renco coEEitte€.

While we aI€ involved fur t}lis plocess, I thought
this wolnd be a gEd opportuity to oa.l(e you
aware ofthe iEportanar ofour sp€cirl pEgraEB,
both to Galv6t n and to t}Ie Texes econoEy. I.€t'!
I6k at sorae fects about what TAMUG coDEibut€s
to the city of Galvestor\ th6 Gulf Coast. ald the
thte ofTexas.

We ,Ie unique irl our mle. Stud€nts coE6 her€
ftom nesrly 100 dilleEnt countieB in Texas to
attend the orily Dsrino rnd ErritiEe undagradu-
et€ iistitution dr tho CulfofM€rico. We arB the
only pipeline for rlsdtiEe profo&sionals snd ille
only ocaanographic irBtitute on tho Gulf ofMexico.
And the maritieo indusky is vitsl t Texss,
accamting lor 475,000 jobs or 6 percent of Urc total
Texss emplolment and s6e $10 billiol ({ perterlt)
ofthe totsl p€Isoilal iD.oEe in the state.

More thal ?5 pdrmt ofour students rr€

Dr. David
Schmidly

eEoIed in scienr€ or eDgi-
DeeriDg Eaiors caDpared to
only 34 DerEent at the n€rt
do€est irstitutioL ThiB fgrne
oppc€ a Dational ilcnd
torvard declining nuobers of
th6s6 studor s. Aboui 60 per-
cent of tlre couEes taught heE
ar€ scieDao and Engineedttg.
We want our BtudeDb to
become the skilled worl,orte
essenbal for a knowledge-
b8ed, servic4 orient4d econo-
my,

UtrdeBcoring the comEit-
metrt to excellence in educs-

tion,l,he Ec€ntly Eleared U.S. News aDd lvorld
Report naEed TAMUG smng the top 6ve Eorll
srts rnd sciencos ichools w.st of lhe Mississippi
River. the ss]ne Eport also listed tho caepus as
th6 best buy of all of the Egionsl c6.Epusas in the
United States. TAMUG, Texas A&M University,
rnd the University oiTexe! et Austin wele t}e
or y Texss public coleges listrd.

Enrollmenl hss sug€d 132 per"ent in the past
five yesrs, *ith drEErtic inqeases in the nuEbers
ofwomen (43 peErnt) and minority Btudents (over
10 pelcent). The ripplo effec! of this growth is espe-
ciolly shown in tb6 Gslv6ton coErounity. Over 50
percent of the 1,25GpIl,.3 Btudents sre now over-
flowiDg into Esidential housing itl Cs]veston and
using servies and busiDe8s tbroughout tle city,
Ihe presence of thes€ students erpsn& the t3r
base, which in tum, caus6 Eore investmen! in
education Bnd knowlodg€.

The ca.mpus pmvidos dirrci €Eplorment for
soEs 318 faculty and stafr, edu.atidral oppotuni-
ties for Eore than 1,275 students snnlrlly, and
cohh.hd! . i,otal budgEt of $1? million. About 36
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perent of this budgEt is spent locally.
Brs6d on s study conducted by the UniveEity of

HoEton at Clear Lake, we lmol, that tlr6 iot5l
tusin6ss volurte geDereted ftoD our existenae sur-
psls€s $26.5 milion ,nnu.dly end supports a total
eEployrnent base of an €stiEatad 1y'27 petsotls. In
all, the ecororaic idpact ofthe csEpu! excaeds $40
million.

A new $3.6 eillion ptrysicsl €du.stion facility
will be clnstnrcted at the Mit hell CaEpus in the
near futue. Ee.h of these nuobers will allect the
Galveston economy expomtrtially.

The economy ofsoutheast Terrs wiu benent
ioe the Chauvenet, a 393-f@t Naval hydrograph-
ic ship which was identified this year to replace the
aging Texas Clipper. the ChauveDet is in Port
Arthur where some $11 milliotr in fedoral firds
will be piped into the Daritird€ indusFy durirg tl)e
Eitting ofthe ship.

UniveEity l€sealth is one of th€ Dost powerful
eDgines driving the ecooonoy of Teus. TAMUG
Esear$ wil pump approximately $3.5 million hto
th. T€xas economy this year.lhrcugh ths success
of the Te-\as Institut6 of Oces$o$aphy, the oD.ly
deanograpluc resesrch center on the Gulf, we have
alhieved an enviable Ecryd ofrcceiving mote t}lan
,10 in federal or private filnds for ea.h Sl ofstate
iirnding used for roatchin5

To put this in the clntext of our budgEt, for every
doll5r of gercIal Evenue ftmds mt appropdated
for lrs€arch, we loss $10 in federsl aIId private
funding - io say nothing of t}le loss of new tech-
nologies aJId products.

Resesrch is ai6ed at solvirg envirDnEenhl and
conservation rDarine prrbleEs that afiect G6lve-
ston, and ultimately the entire 6trte. Faculty atE
worldng to soive problems such as beach erosion,
indusFiEl pollution, and economic dovelopment.
For exampie, pmjects arc under way that will

dev6lop e n6w br€ed ofoyster ihat ia expected to
pmvids new stability for the ailing Texss industry.
Anoth6rioportant project h8s established TAMUC
as sn ildporbnt c@ponent of nation lly fi$ded
t€r€efth centeE charged with addilg solutioDs to
probleEs caused by harsrdous wast6.

The lo.al iEpa.t of cootitruing edu€tion pro-
glams is S2.3 Eillion. W€ ate teaching qorE than
15,000 classroom days to Earitime pmfessioDr.lg
this yesr with e at6JT that grE* from ihre6 to 17 in
1992. Our C€Dter for Marine Training and Sefety
is tcrching all training couses to more thsn 800
Drritiee profecsioDals for the National Meriti.rtte
Unio[

Continuing edu.rtion is also aimed a! teaching
th€ public about tbe oclaq its pmbleDs, snd ils
w€elth. ProgreEs auch aB S€a Csrlp and Youth
Opportunities UnliEitrd teach 600 youbgBt€rr

EconoEists point out ihat societies that hev6
Erde osr)r investDents ia education show tlre
gteatost long-terE e.onomic eEwth rate. l4rhy?
Because educat€d citizens arc morg productive.
their pEduction spurB tbe developEent oln6w
capibl; capitel cr€etE jobs, thus exparding the t€r
base which causes Dore investoent in eduaaion
and knowledgE.

The rced for haining and E-training of our citi-
zens has nerrr b€on great€r. If w€ sacriffco thrs
iloport nt link of our higher education systero to
E6€t sho't-t€rro budgEtary consEaints, wo are in
fact sacifictlg our futEes.

I'lte n€rt fe', months will det€rmine our srr..ess
in E-estsblishiig firl futrding. We look forwrrd to
thiB succe3s end appreciste the suppori of our coE.
iEunity afld our legislativ€ delegation.

Dt. Davi.d J. SchmidJy is campus d24n of Tdns
A&M Unio€riry o, Galueaton.
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